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RUSSIAN THEATRICAL DESIGNS / 
Methods of cataloguing
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Set and costume designs from the 20th century’s
Ballets Russes 1909-1929

At its core is a significant collection of original art 
commissioned for the Ballets Russes.

Company forged a new aesthetic that continues 
to influence the visual and performing arts.

The majority of designs are by Russian-born 
artists, other nationalities who contributed de-
signs to the Ballets Russes are well represented.

The collection mirrors the artistic movements 
prevalent in the theater during the early 20th 
century:

-nationalistic and folk-influenced
-cubist and constructivist
-neo-romantic designs
-orientalist designs
-abstract impressionism
-realism
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679 images makeup the collection 

The collection can be sectioned by default
 into different categories. I choose the 
Costume Design category. 
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351 costume design images

I decided to take the first 100 images of the col-
lection with the default option of “relevance”. This 
allowed me to have different images from the plays 
that where done and more diversity.
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sorting |
arrange systematically in groups; 
separate according to type.

taxonomising |
concerned with classification;
an ordered arrangement of groups or categories;
orderly classification according to their presumed 
natural relationships

classifying |
arrange (a group of people or things) in classes 
or categories according to shared qualities or 
characteristics.

captioning |
provide (an illustration) with a title or explanation;
shows when, what, and where it was taken, found, 
or executed

framing |
form or articulate (words);
construct (something) by fitting parts together or 
in accordance with a plan;
the underlying constructional system or structure 
that gives shape

recontextualizing | 
place or consider in a new or different context

adding |
to include as a member of a group
to serve as an addition

subtracting |
to take away by or as if by deducting

stretching |
to extend in length
to enlarge or distend especially by force

compressing | 
to press or squeeze together & reduce in size, 
quantity, or volume; 
pressed together or into a smaller space

hijacking | 
take over (something) and use it for a different 
purpose;
unlawfully seize and force it to go to a different 
destination 

subverting |
to overturn or overthrow
pervert or corrupt

exaggerating |
to enlarge beyond bounds or increase especially 
beyond the normal

It was important for me to look up the meaning of 
the different ways of categorizing in order to spark 
ideas for the methods. 
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TAXONOMY / 

Set design? 
The only image still included on the costume design 
category 
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The images are more artistic and are the only ones 
that involve the background with the design

ABSTRACT/ 



U1: cataloguing | 2022 sketchbookpg. 8

Images that pay special detail to facil expressions, 
details, makeup and hair. 

PORTRAITS/ 



U1: cataloguing | 2022 sketchbookpg. 9

SKETCHES/ 

SKETCHES/ rough 

SKETCHES/ different angles

SKETCHES/ geometric figures and outlines

SKETCHES/ very detailed
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GROUP DESIGNS/ 

SKETCHES/ multiple characters

SKETCHES/ a character study
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PARTNERS/ 
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SINGLE CHARACTERS/ geometric
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SINGLE CHARACTERS/ black background
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SINGLE CHARACTERS/ monotone

SINGLE CHARACTERS/ monotone/ blue

SINGLE CHARACTERS/ monotone/ green
SINGLE CHARACTERS/ monotone/ brown
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SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed

SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed/ red colour

SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed/ purple colour

SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed/ pink colour
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SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed/ green colour

SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed/ blue colour
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SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed/ yellow colour

SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed/ black & white

SINGLE CHARACTERS/ very detailed/ brown & black colour
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Looking at the images I realized there are a lot of 
textures that reminded me textile illustrations. So I 
decided to categorize the images according to the 
textile qualities they have.
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STRETCHING / 
Just like the designs, textiles also have a name, 
reference number, composition and origin. 
Information I added to this new colection.
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A ht
While analyzing the items, I realizied that a lot of 
them resemble lette sapes. So I recontextualized 
the collection as an alphabet, putting together the 
images that looked like certain letters. I was succefull 
categorizing 70 items. 

RECONTEXTUALIZING / 
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GOOGLE IMAGE SEARCH HIJACK / 
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I decided to play with the meaning and how the 
collection looked radically by searching the title of 
the items on google images, substracting the word 
-costme design-, while adding the words -Rusia (the 
origin of the collection- and -2022-, to see how the 
collection would look like almost 100 years after. 

I took the first image that appeared on the search. 

A lot of the images that came up were news related, 
many about the Rusia-Ukraine conflict 

Therefor, I decided to divide the items in news-like 
categories
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POLITICS/ Rusia politics POLITICS/ British politics

POLITICS/

WAR/ updates on strikes WAR/ territory
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WAR/ anti-war rallies

WAR/ refugees

WAR/ war crimes
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HISTORY FACTS/

SPORTS/

ADVERTISEMENTS-SELLS/
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ENTERTAINMENT/ graphic

ENTERTAINMENT/ theater

ENTERTAINMENT/ celebrities
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ENTERTAINMENT/ music

ENTERTAINMENT/ cinema & films ENTERTAINMENT/ books
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ENTERTAINMENT/ art /news ENTERTAINMENT/ art /events

ENTERTAINMENT/ art /paintingsENTERTAINMENT/ art /objectsENTERTAINMENT/ art /sculptures



RECONTEXTUALIZE / 
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I wanted to see how the costume design collection would 
look like if it was designed in 2022. So searched the title 
of the items on google images, adding the words - 2022 
fashion-. These are the images that first came up next to 
the original costume design
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