
unit 02 - positions through contextualising

HOW TEXT IS EXPERIENCE 

Experience text as length -->

RECAP
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100 ITERATIONS

Digital text and text as image

positions - iteration 2524 how                   we   experience    t e x t s

iter. 17iter. 16

What does it mean for a text to be 
digital? To explore this question I 
decided to render my text through 
different software.

positions - iteration 8584 how                   we   experience    t e x t s

iter. 70iter. 69

The hypertext as a digital text was put to the 
test. As the text is zoomed in more information 
and details about it start to reveal. 

positions - iteration 1918 how                   we   experience    t e x t s

iter. 13

Further zoom-in. Text as an image 
used to create new shapes with 
exisiting text.

positions - iteration 8584 how                   we   experience    t e x t s

iter. 70iter. 69

The hypertext as a digital text was put to the 
test. As the text is zoomed in more information 
and details about it start to reveal. 

HOW TEXT IS EXPERIENCE  --> HOW WE EXPERIENCE DIGITAL TEXTS 

- TRANSFORMATION: fluid and receptive
- LIMITATION: Character count limits
- CONTAMINATION: packed with ads, buttons, images etc - Hypertext
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‘Revenge of the Text’ (2011)
Goldsmith, K. 

* Materiality in language: fluid

* Language is active -->  hypertext
* Language acting upon language 

* patch writing

‘Literature down to a pixel’ (2017) 
Tenen, D

* Mode of perception -->
* Pushes the body into 
new and sometimes 
unfamiliar shapes.

‘Experience new ways of reading online’ (2021) 
Boddington, R

* Alludes to an experiences of density by layering.
* Use of speed to create a distressful sequence.

REFERENCES

‘In the Land of Punctuation’ (2009)
Morgenstern, C. and Ramanathan, R 

* Inherent expressiveness that reflects 
and dialogues with semantic meanings.

“A throw of the dice will never abolish chance” (1914)
Mallarmé, S

* Controlled authorship on how the text can be read
* Dialogue between visual elements (including paper 
and spaces) contribute to semantic meaning.

“Grosse Fatigue” (2013)
Camille Henrot

* Inherent expressiveness that reflects 
and dialogues with semantic meanings.
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LINE OF ENQUIRY

Using patchwriting as a method to reveal the language 
that acts upon digital texts, I want to explore how 
designers can interact with the material quality of 
language to highlight how saturated the digitalised 
reading experience has become.

New tab

CLICK

star icon
Star Page

Search  or enter  website name 

globe sphere icon
translate.google.es 

- Traductor de Google

ENTER

CLICK 

ESPAÑOL

COMMAND + V

Fue de casa en casa arrastrando dos lingotes 
metálicos, y todo el mundo se espantó al ver que los calderos, las 
pailas, las tenazas y los anafes se caían de su sitio, y las maderas 
crujían por la desesperación de los clavos y los tornillos tratando 
de desenclavarse, y aun los objetos perdidos desde hacía mucho 
tiempo aparecían por donde más se les había buscado, y se 
arrastraban en desbandada turbulenta detrás de los fierros 
mágicos de Melquíades.

452 / 5.000

double arrow
ENGLISH

He went from house to house dragging two 
ingots metal, and everyone was frightened 
to see that the cauldrons, pans, tongs 
and stoves fell from their place, and the 
wood creaked due to the desperation of the 
nails and screws trying to unhook, and even 
the lost objects for a long time they had 
appeared where they had been most sought 
after, and they trailed in a turbulent rout 
behind the magical irons of Melquíades.

star icon

audio icon

copy icon
like or dislike this translation

share this translation

Enviar comentarios

reverse clock icon
Historial 

star icon 
Guardado 

human icon 
Contribuir

New tab
CLICK

star icon Star Page

Search  or enter  website name globe sphere icon
translate.google.es 

- Traductor de Google
ENTER
CLICK 

ESPAÑOL
COMMAND + V

452 / 5.000
double arrowENGLISH

He went from house to house dragging two ingots metal, and everyone was frightened to see that the cauldrons, pans, tongs and stoves fell from their 
place, and the wood creaked due to the desperation of the nails and screws trying to unhook, and even the lost objects for a long time they had 
appeared where they had been most sought after, and they trailed in a turbulent rout behind the magical irons of Melquíades.

star iconaudio icon
copy icon

like or dislike this 
translation
share this 
translationEnviar comentarios

reverse clock iconHistorial

star icon Guardado 

human icon Contribuir
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blue bird twitter icon
house icon with blue light Home
bell icon Notifications
envelope icon Messages
abstract bookmark icon Bookmarks
letter “B” with bird Twitter Blue
cloud checkmark Vertified Organiza...
human icon Profile
envelope icon More

blue oval Tweet

orange circle J
Juliana Monsalve 
@juliana25490804

three dots

Home

For you
blue line 

orange circle J
What’s happening?

picture icon 
round edge square GIF
poll icon 
smiley face
schedule icon 
location icon

Tweet

Show  35 tweets

CLICK

round edge square Everyone down arrow 

Everyone can reply

COMMAND + V
He went from house to house dragging two ingots metal, and everyone was frightened 
to see that the cauldrons, pans, tongs and stoves fell from their place, and the 
wood creaked due to the desperation of the nails and screws trying to unhook, and 
even the lost objects for a long time they had appeared where they had been most 
sought after, and they trailed in a turbulent rout behind the magical irons of 
Melquíades.

red highlight
-137 plus sign 

magnifying lens icon Search Twitter

What’s happening?

Nuggets at Timberwolves

image of basketball player
Trending in the UK
#emergency alert
46.1k Tweets

three dots
Music Trending
Davido 
Trending with #TimelessConcert 

three dots

Trending in the UK
john barns

three dots

News Trending
Peston
17.4k Tweets

three dots 
Show more

Who to follow 

Circle bargraph chart data
Black oval chart data

Circle picture Dom Kelly 
Black oval chart data
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blue bird twitter icon
house icon with blue light Home

bell icon Notifications

envelope icon Messages

abstract bookmark icon Bookmarks

letter “B” with bird 
Twitter Blue

cloud checkmark Vertified 
Organiza...

human icon Profile

envelope icon More

blue oval Tweet

orange circle J

Juliana Monsalve 
@juliana25490804

three dots

Home

For you

blue line 

orange circle J
What’s happening?

picture icon 
round edge square GIF

poll icon 
smiley face
schedule icon 
location icon

Tweet

Show  35 tweets

CLICK

round edge square Everyone down arrow 
Everyone can reply

COMMAND + V
He went from house to house dragging two ingots metal, and everyone was frightened to see that the 
cauldrons, pans, tongs and stoves fell from their place, and the wood creaked due to the desperation 
of the nails and screws trying to unhook, and even the lost objects for a long time they had 
appeared where they had been most sought after, and they trailed in a turbulent rout behind the 
magical irons of Melquíades.

red highlight

magnifying lens icon 
Search Twitter

What’s happening?

Nuggets at Timberwolves

image of basketball 
player

Trending in the UK
#emergency alert
46.1k Tweets three dots
Music Trending
Davido 
Trending with #TimelessConcert 

three dots
Trending in the UK
john barns three dots
News Trending
Peston
17.4k Tweets

three dots 
Show more

Who to follow 

Circle bargraph chart data

Black oval chart data

Circle picture Dom Kelly 
Black oval chart data

Slow down interaction with digital texts and imagrey  --> Consciously display all the icons, images our brain reads 
& how our bodies (hands) are also involved
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New tabCLICKstar icon Star Page
Search  or enter  
website name 
globe sphere icontranslate.google.es 

- Traductor de Google
ENTER
CLICK 

ESPAÑOL COMMAND + V
452 / 5.000double arrowENGLISH

He went from house to house dragging two ingots metal, and everyone was frightened to see that the cauldrons, pans, tongs and stoves fell from their place, and the wood creaked due 

to the desperation of the nails and screws trying to unhook, and even the lost objects for a long time they had appeared where they had been most sought after, and they trailed in 

a turbulent rout behind the magical irons of Melquíades. star iconaudio icon
copy iconlike or dislike this translationshare this translationEnviar comentarios

reverse clock iconHistorial
star icon Guardado 

human icon Contribuir

LINE OF ENQUIRY -->

1- The digital reading experience have become a 
saturated encounter. 

(overall saturated visual experience) 

POSITIONS

* Reader stance 

 - I want to slow down how we interact (consume) 
information, 

but also 

* Political stance 

-Fast interactions and overexposure, overshadow 
political, social and economical problems
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“Death of the Author” (1977)
Roland Barthes

* Suppressing the author in the interest of the reader  
* Writing a multidimensional space, the reader is the 
place where multiplicity focuses

REFERENCES

“The Internet Does Not Exist” (2015)
Julieta Aranda, Brian Kuan Wood, Anton Vidokle

--> hypertexts
active and fluid material quality of texts 

* Information networks have an ideological structure.  
* Control materialises over networks through 
language

--> political  stance

“Design in the Age of Digital Reproduction”
(1994)
William Owen

* What is it interactive? - browsing implies no work  
* Hypertext - active participant - Producing new 
associations

-->   interactivity in print 
patch writing

* No fixed order of readin - conventional text 
divisions are replaced by window-sized blocks 
of text and graphics.

* New graphic languages required to signal gateway 
and paths - type which responds to events

* Scope of icons is limited

“Accelerationism Questioned from the Point 
of View of the Body” (2013)
Franco Berardi

* Acceleration is essential feature of capitalist - 
capitalist power is based on embedded automatisms
* Schizophrenia becomes the metaphor of capitalism 
- accelerating pace of the Unconscious.

--> change of perception on the body,
display unconscious visual interactions 

* This form of subsumption is painful - it generates panic

-->  writing down images
type sizes
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“An Internet of Things” (2012)
Keller Easterling

“After the Social Media Hype: Dealing 
with Information Overload” (2013)
Geert Lovink

* Social media are too fluid, and unfinished to be properly 
stored, but they can also not be forgotten.
* Constant expoosure to real-time interactive media, 
develop attention fatigue and a poor sense of time.

* Develop a data literacy for “healthy” conscious 
consumption - Venture into slow communication, new 
forms of collective living

--> material quality of language 
& 

effects over the body

* Space is also information - organization itself is active 

* changes in the organization constitute information - 
Network topology

* Network topology - choreographies of human and non-
human actors unfolding over time.

--> material quality of language 
& 

interactivity in print 

* Actor-network doesn’t need software, it may be 
enhanced by a code, but it can be any platform that 
establishes variables for space as information. 

Lauren Holden
Studies in Visual Poetry
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“Design in the Age of Digital Reproduction”
(1994)
William Owen

* How I would approach interactivity 
* Hypertexts & active language 

--> Method - patch writing
concept - M.Q.L

* Interesting approach on breaking text
* Deconstruct  icons 

-->  iterating initial interventions

CHOSEN REFERENCES FIRST APPROACH - PROMPTS

Translate the reference into a new medium
+

Circulate the reference in a different medium 

FIRST APPROACH - PROMPTS

Iterations of my text would respond to some of the 
CONCEPTS explored in the other references. 

Intent to give context to the reference by showing 
how the other readings can alter the M.Q & 
distribution of the text.
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choreography of sensory elements 
choreographies of human and non-
human actors unfolding over time. 
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VIDEO
RECORD choreography


