WEEK O2
How can GCD be used to explore graphic

languages for digital publishing that help
slow down {and/or} focus online reading?

Prioritise interest:

We don’t need to sacrifice layout in digital environments

Wireframes as exercises of control
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CONCLUSION

Post-digital print:
a future scenario
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There is no one-way street from analogue to digital; rather, there are
transitions between the two, in both directions. the paradigm
for content and quantity of information; analogue is the paradigm
for usability and interfacing. The recent history of video and music
provides a good example, since the use of digital technology for these
types of content is much more advanced than it is for publishing. In
the case of video, the medium (whether VHS or DVD)
. since the content is always ultimately displayed on screens. The
same is true for music, where cassettes, vinyl records and CDs are only
intermediate carriers; the actual listening always happened through
speakers (and increasingly through headphones). In both cases, the for-
mat changed without dramatically affecting the watching or listening
experience. Sometimes the experience was improved by changes in the
media technology (with HD video); sometimes it was almost impercep-
tibly worsened (with the loss of frequencies in MP3s).

however, is a very different case, since the medium — the
printed page — for things to be shown on
some display; Changing it consequently
changes people’s experience, with all the (physical) habits, rituals and
cultural conventions involved. E-publishing therefore still has a long
way to go before it reaches the level of sophistication which printed
pages have achieved over the course of a few centuries.
ST But as more and more content moves from print to digital, we seem
e to be approaching an inevitable turning point, where publishers soon
will be releasing more electronic publications than printed materials. A

154

ing just as

-, o "
e e T T, ® () ()

— not only for




= O3 Voulube * Buscal =

1
-
-

-

| "Papa’s Mill 1919", my grandfather most regal amid a wrack of
t cut lumber,

| might as easily be the record

of some later demolition, and

! His cotton sleeves are rolled

to but not past the elbow,

striped, with a white neckband

| for the attachment of a collar

Behind him stands a cone of sawdust some thirty feet in height
{ (How that feels to tumble down,

or smells when it is wet)

The mechanism: stamped black tin,
Leatherettle over cardboard, bits of boxwood,
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AGRIPPA (A Book of the Dead): The Poem Running in Emulation

_ Matthew Kirschenbaum . ) s
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Online grid

== = ‘ “Takes the element of chance out of a design, creating,
BASICS o s a sense of order out of intentional decision-making”

DIzSIGN

* Flexible layout but to what extend? and vise-versa

* CGonversation between print & digital publishing
but neither should mirror the other.
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